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THE DEVIL OF THE BASSAS, 
In Western Africa, 

The Bassas‘ live about 400 miles 
below Sierra Leone. Mr. Cates, one 
of the Society’s teachers in Sierra 
Leone, travelled down the coast, and 
visited the Bassas. He had with him 
in this journey, two negroes who had 
become Christians in Sierra Leone. 
They were, William Tamba and Wil- 
liam Davis. William Davis came 
from the Bassa country. They had 
both been taken,with thousands more, 
out of the ships which were carrying 
them into slavery, and were set free 
in Sierra Leone, where many of them, 
by the blessing of God on the labors 
of Mr. Johnson and others, are be- 
come Christians. 

The chief man of the Bassa coun- 
try is named King John. He receiv- 
ed Mr. Cates and his friends in a ve- 
ry hospitable manner. The aged 
chief listened attentively, while the 
Scriptures were read and explained 
to him and his people. They were 
very willing that William Davis,who 
is a native of the country, should set- 
tle among them as a Teacher. And 
greatly do these people stand in need 
of the blessings of christianity. Su- 
perstition reigns here, as on other 
parts of the coast, with cruel tyranny 
over the minds of the multitude. It 
is customary, as among other tribes, 
to dress up some terrific figure, which 
the poor creatures are taught to be- 
lieve is the Devil of their country— 
able and ready to inflict on them all 
kinds of injury, if he be not propiti- 
ated and obeyed. 

The nightly roarings of this De- 
mon, with the drummings and noise 
of the people, had broken the rest of 
Mr. Cates and his friends. On the 


The man whoacts the part of the 
Devil is dressed up in a singular 
manner. A garment of dried grass 
or rushes covers him, and reaches to 
the ground. His arms and feet are 
concealed. A white country cloth 
covers his shoulders. Round his 
head, and tied under his chin, are two 
or three cotton handkerchiefs. The 
face is frightful. The mouth and nose 
are black. ‘T'wo large teeth project 
far beyond the lips. A row of coarse 
shells is bound round above the eyes. 
On the head is a red cap, which 
reaches four or five feet in height, 
and is surmounted with a plume of 
feathers. 

Sometimes this figure would move 
aboutin astately style; and, at others, 
it would turn into all sorts of pos- 
tures, and strike the plume of fea- 
thers on the ground, uttering a noise 
like that occasioned by blowing thro’ 
apipe, the mouth of which is im- 
mersed in water. 

Mr. Cates offered to the King every 

inducement in his power to obtain 
possession of the habiliments of this 
terrific figure, that he might carry 
them out of the country; but could 
not prevail. The King said, that the 
Devil belonged to the people, and that 
they would kill him if he should let 
it go. He was evidently embarrassed 
by the request, and Mr. Cates there- 
fore dropped the matter. We trust 
that the light of the gospel will, ere 
‘ong, expose to shame these delu- 
sions of cunning and superstition. 
If, when we meet together, we ex- 
nect good from one another, and not 
from God by means of one another, 
we resemble empty pitchers attempt- 
ng to filleach other. Newton. 





morning of their departure, they got 
aview of him. 


The pleasure of sin is like a draught 
of sweet poison. Mason. , 
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“From the Religious Remembrancer. 
SYNOD OF IRELAND. 
Abstract of the third Report of the 

Home Mission of the; Presbyterian 

Synod of [reland, distinguished by 

the name Seceders. 

The Report was delivered to the 
Synod at their Annual Meetirg in 
Cookstown, July 2, 1822. 

«The Home Mission of the Se- 
cession Church of Ireland, formed 
to spread the Gospel in the South 
and West of that Kingdom, arose 
out of the union that was happily 
effected between the two branches 
of the Secession Church, in the year 
1819. Individuals had before de- 
plored the destitui= state of their 
countrymen and fe!  xious to do 
something for their rei.cf; but noth- 
ing efficient was done, till the united 
Synod’s attention was called to it 
by an overture from the united ses- 
sions of Mass-lane & Marys-abbey, 
Dublin. The consequence of this 
was a resolution to make exertions 
for propagating the Gospel in the 
more destitute part of Ireland, and 
the appointment of a Committee to 
superintend the efforts that might be 
made;—accompanied by a recom- 
mendation to the people under its 
inspection, to make contributions 
for the formation of a fund. The 
Committee thus appointed, soon af- 
ter issued a circular, in order to 
follow up the Synod’s recommenda- 
tion, urging immediate and _ liberal 
contributions.. They also address- 
ed a letter to each of the Synods 
in Scotland—the union that has 
since made them one, had not then 
taken place—detailing the principles 
upon which the Mission was formed 
and the plans by which its opera- 
tions were to be conducted, and in- 
treating aid in carrying them into 
effect.” | 

The operations of the Mission 


were commenced in Feb. 1820.-~ 
In the second year a deputation was 
sent to Scotland which was kindly 
received, and obtained considerable 
funds for the support of the Mis- 
sion. Under the auspices of this 
Institution the Gospel has been 
preached in many destitute places 
in Ireland with pleasing success, 
and prospects are opened of the 
settlement of ministers in a num- 
ber of towns which have hitherto 
been almost destitute of the Gospel 
ministry. ‘Indeed (say the Com- 
mittee) it is not a little encouraging 
that the fact that this Synod has set 
on foota Mission for the benefit of 
their ignorant and degraded coun- 
trymen, and the success that has 
hitherto marked its progress, seem- 
ed tohave awakened in the minds 
of our brethren a spirit of more ear- 
nest and cordial interest in our wel- 
fare; and thousands and tens of 
thousands habitually present us and 
our Mission at the throne of grace, 
and invoke on us the blessing of 
Him who is seated there, saying, 
‘‘Save now, we beseech thee, O 
Lord, we beseech thee, send now 
prosperity.”? 

Besides the contributions receiv- 
ed from Scotland, the funds of the 
Mission have been augmented by 
very considerable collections in 
Ireland and respectable tokens of 
approbation from some parts of 
England. And the Committee re- 
mark— 

‘It is an encouraging circum- 
stance, too, in the history of your 
Mission, that no attempts that have 
heen made have entirely failed.-— 
On the contrary, an effectual door 
has been opened, and even when, 
as has been sometimes the case, a- 
mong those who have opposed have 
been found some of rank and influ- 





ence, yet God has overruled it for 
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the furtherance of his own cause.”? 

The Committee close their Re- 
port as follows:— 

‘Every argument that can ex- 
cite, and every motive that can in- 
fluence, and every encouragement 
that can animate, are concentrated 
in thiscause. The command of the 
Redeemer is our warrant; and the 
promise of the Redeemer, the 
foundation of our hopes. _Prophe- 
cies sanction the most sanguine an- 
ticipations we can form; the oper- 
ations of kindred institutions pre- 
pare the way; ard instances of suc- 
cess prove that our expectations 
are not visionary. A great cloud of 
witnesses in the heavens is looking 
on, and contemplates with delight 
every conquest made, and every 
trophy won: for there is joy in hea- 
ven among the angels of God over 
One sinner that repenteth. And 
our tumults and our discords shiall 
yet be hushed by the peace-speak- 
ing voice of ‘the Gospel, and the 
error,fand profligacy, and crime that 
now pollute and degrade us, shall 
give place to the lovely fruits of the 
Spirit, and all that we lament shall 
yet be but record of history, not 
matter of observation, for our 1s- 
land like the rest of the world shall 
submit to the sceptre of Immanuel. 
Shall we not aspire after the honour 
of being subservient to the bless- 
ed, the glorious change?”? 





“ From the Family Visitor. 
BROTHERLY LOVE. 
Mr. Eviror,—A few evenings 
since I was present ata public pray 
er meeting, and was very forcibly 


_ struck with the prayer of one of its 


members. He prayed that Chris- 
tians might love one another, and 
that all breaches among them might 
be healed. This was just what I 
had wished to hear, for it is a mel- 
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ancholy fact that Christians do not 
pay the regard that they should to 
the command of the apostle, who 
said, ‘‘little children, love one an- 
other.’ We hear devout prayers 
from time totime offered up, that 
the Lord’s kingdom may come, and 
his will be done on earth as it isin 
heaven. I hope all sincere follow- 
ers of the Lord do long to see his 
kingdom come, and his name glo- 
rified by all nations. But, alas! 
how contrary to the principle 
breathed through the prayer, which 
was taught by Jesus to his disci- 
ples, do we daily see Christians 
acting towards one another. By 
their continual strife, they would 
demolish that kingdom, if it were 
not sustained by an Omnipotent 
arm. While we engage in evil 
contentions, while we cherish a 
spirit of discord, while we harbour 
malice in our hearts, are we doing 
the will of God as it is done in hea- 
ven? Ah! no, we are acting ina 
manner which in every point of 
view is incompatible with the cha- 
racter of a Christian. Vital reli- 
gion is ata low ebb, when we hear 
brothers and sisters of the same 
church at war with their tongues.— 
Of all things I dread the convenom- 
ed tongue. It is of all the most 
deadly weapon. Its poison is more 
fatal thanthe bite of an asp. ‘It 
is not the body that suffers, when 
thisunruly member moves. It 1s 
the spirit that bleeds.’ The inno- 
cent female, perhaps an orphan or a 
defenceless widow, with her children, 
who are doubly endeared by their 
unprotected situation, perish in their 
best part. Their goodname is blats- 
ed, and what have they left worth 
possessing. How can members of 
the same church surround the table 
ofthe Lord with enmity festering 
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cannot believe that any can with 
proper feelings, until they have 
made peace with an offended bro- 
ther. 


“ GERMANY. 

[The following statement is ex- 
tracted from the cominunications of 
the Secretary ofone of the Bible 
Socicties in Germany to the British 
and foreign Bible Society. ] 

A few weeks since we distribut- 
ed 600 Testaments among the Cath- 
olic Pilgrims. Several were af- 
fected to tears on being presented 
with the object of their wishes; and 
although unable to express their 
feelings in words, yet their deep 
silence was a stronger testimony of 
deep felt emotion. 

Some Christian friends had nol 
lected on the spot where the dis- 
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ed; and since we Jast balanced our 
accounts on the first of February, 
we have dispersed 489 Bibles, 1619 
Lutheran, and 1382 Catholic Tes- 
taments, 

We understand from the Publi- 
cans, at whose houses the travelling 
mechanics put up, that the latter 
read with great assiduity the Testa- 
ments given them by our Society.—- 
A Catholic young woman, who 
bought a Bible a few years back at 
the redtitied price, publicly joined 
the Protestant Church last yen 
and now makes it a point of duty to 
contribute the full value of a Bible 
to ihe Society every year; this is re- 
ally a large donation on her part, 
as she labours hard to support her- 
self by the needle, and has, more- 
over, to struggle with a wane 
constitution. A - 7 





tribution took place, to enjoy so} 
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greed in the opinion, that incalcu- 
lable benefit would result to the 
Catholics by this means; but, at the 
same time, they lamented, that more 
than three hundred of the pilgrims 
could not be provided with copies, 
which they so earnestly wis'‘ed to 
possess. Wecould not bind more 
than we did, in consequence of our 
funds having decreased to 170 
guilders,and we have besides many 
other expenses to pay. Not many 
days since we had an opportunity 
of extending our operations to A. 
merica by the distribution of 26 Bi- 
bles and 39 Testaments among a 
party of several hundred people em- 
igrating from these districts to the 
Brazils, and who embarked at this 
place. May they employ their lei- 
sure time on this tedious voyage, for 
their spirtual advantage! 

The demand for Bibles and Tes- 
taments, as well as our endeavours 





to meet it, still continue uninterrupt- 





FIRST QUARTERLY REPORT OF THE 
ROUND HILL SABBATH SCHOOL SOCI- 
ETY—DEC. 5, 1822. 

We have been favoured with a co- 
py of this report. Its contents will 
be found gratifying to the friends of 
Sabbath School instruction. The 
superintendents & teachers have am- 
ple encouragement to proceed with 
unremitted diligence, zeal, and alac- 
rity, in the prosecution of their lauda- 
ble work,persuaded that their benevo- 
lent labours will not be in vain.—After 
expressing gratitude to God for the 
commencement and progress of the 
institution, and the pleasing expecta- 
tion that it will be attended with im- 
portant and everlasting advantage to 
the rising generation, the report pro: 
ceeds as follows: 

“This school came into existence’ 
last September, and commenced its 
operations under the care of twelve- 
managers and one superintendent.— 
The number of teachers attached to 
the institution is twelve males and 














twelve.females, who attend in turns, 
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bers of them will soon be active-mem- 


and are faithful in the discharge of bers of society. Shall we negect them 


their duty. This school has increas- 
ed considerably since its commence- 
ment, and has fully realized the ex- 
pectation of its friends. The number 
of children that are now enrolled is 
eighty nine; of whom 41 are males, 
and 48 females. In this number are 
included 8 adults. Those, who regu- 
larly attend, are from 65 to 70. The 
amount of recitations in our school 
for the last three months have been 
34,026. verses of Scripture, questions 
of catechism, hymns and psalms.— 
Nothing like disorder or bad behav- 
iour among the scholars has been 
witnessed since the commencement 
of this institution; and their con- 
duct is improving by the instructions 
communicated to them. The scho- 
lars are governed by a mild code of 
laws, rewards bestowed on those who 
do well, and the forfeiture of them, 


with reproof, to such as misbehave. | 
They are characterized by order, de-| 


corum, and attention to the religious 
instructions which are given in the 
school.”’ 

Mr. James M‘Kean is superinten- 
dent of this school, and Messrs. Jno. 
Peairs and Andrew M‘Kinley mana- 
gers. 

The Managing Committee of the 
Round Hill Sabbath School Society 
have prepared an address to Chris- | 
tians on the subject of Sabbath 
schools, a copy of which we have re- 
ceived; but, at present, have room for 
no more than the following brief ex- 
tract:— 

“©We would close our address by 


in this important season of religious 
improvement, and suffer them to 
come forward into stations and occu- 
pations in life without an acquaint- 
ance with the word of God? Leta 
child be trained up in the way he 


should go, and when he is old he will 


not depart from it. Let the teachers 
of this Sabbath School go on in the 
‘discharge of the important duties to 
which they are called. You are en- 
gaged in a work which the Lord will 
own and bless. Disregard the frowns 
and reproaches of worldly and un- 
godly men; and look to the Lord, by 
fervent supplication, for all needful 
assistance and more abundant suc- 
cess in your labours of love. | 


The London Sabbath school Valen 
has in its connexion 5,637 schools, 
50,375 teachers, and 656,542 scholars. 
There was, last year, a great increase. 











@— For the Pittsburgh Recorder. 
THE HEAVENLY STATE. 
Revelations vii. 14--17. 
How happy beyond all description are they 
Whom angels have borne in glad triumphs 
away 
From scenes of temptation, of sin & of strife, 
To oe Pa a a possessions of glory and 
ife. 
From great tribulation they severally came, 
And wash’d are their robes in the biood of 
the Lamb; : 
In front of the throne, most belov’d in God’s 
sight-- : 
In his temple they praise him, by day and by 
night; 
And He dwells amongst them, who sits on 
the throne. 
There hunger and thirst shall no more be 
known, 
Nor light of the Sun, nor vehement heat, 
Through theages of heaven, upon them shall 





beseeching those who have been en- 
gaged in this work during the last. 
three months to persevere in their, 
labours. Our past success is an: 
encouragement for future exertions. | 
Let us not be weary in well-doing, | 


but goon with renewed zeal to in- | 


struct the precious youth, who are | 


forming characters, not only for the 


present life, but for eternity. Num-| 


beat. 

For the Lamb, that resides in the midst of 
the throne, 

Shall feed them, and lead them eternally on 

To fountains of waters which ever shall rise, 

And God himself wipes all the tears from 
their eyes. 

This statement may well be depended upon, 

By Jesus reveal’d tohis servant St. John: 

Believing, rejoicing, with heaven in view, 

Then let us in vigor our journey pursue. 


Wf. 
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“From the Christian Register. 
A NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELI- 

GION WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE 

SYNOD OF KENTUCKY, FOR THE 

YEAR, 1822. 

To the Churches under the care of the 
_ Synod of Kentucky. 

The Synod of Kentucky, in pub- 
lishing a narrative of the state of 
religion within their bounds, have 
to lament that on account of a dis- 
appointment in the place of meet- 
ing; through a severe providential 
visitation, our members present are 
but few,and our means of informa- 
tion not so ample as could be wish- 
ed. 

The state of society in our bounds 
has as usual, some unpromising 
features. A person visiting us from 
a land of piety, would still con- 
sider us, in the mass, as a people 
perishing for lack of vision. Pride 
and fulness of bread, and much 
idleness, have greatly injured us.— 
Folly and amusement, intemper- 
ance, gaming and swearing, fraud, 
falsehood and violence, are still 
seen amongst us: and they appear 
the more incurable in some places 
on account ofa gross disregard of 
the Sabbath day and the precious 
ordinances of God’s house. 

In many instances the evil is con- 
tinued by that instruction which 
causeth to err from the words of 
knowledge. Sometimes, when peo- 
ple have concern enough about re- 
ligion, to attend a place of worship, 
their wounds are healed slightly by 
physicians of no value. 

Corrupt teachers increase their 
natural opposition to truth, and their 
natural enmity against an evangeli- 
cal ministry. There is now much | 
more zeal manifested against real 

christianity, from such as call them- 
selves ‘* The Christian Body,’”’ than 
from those who contemn the name | 
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~ [Unlearned and unstable men, with 


arrogant pretensions to new light, 
in the christian religion, have en- 
snared, if not ruined many souls. — 
Truth and piety meet with more 
opposition from universalists and 
self-styled unitarians, than from 
avowed deists and atheists. 

In such a state of things the lan- 
guage of the church should be, ‘It 
is time for thee, Lord, to work; for 
they have made void thy law.”’— 
But our zeal is not in proportion to 
our danger. Most of our churches 
would be considered a cold climate, 
to a person accustomed to revivals. 
When family religion, (that is, an 
attention to the spiritual interests of 
children and servants,) is uniform- 
ly and stubbornly neglected by any 


observance of secret devotion, and 
even his experience of saving 
grace. 

Where public worship on the 
Sabbath is attended with reluctance 
and inconstancy, it is not wonder- 
ful that week and day meetings, for 
preaching or prayer, tor bible or 
catechetical classes, should be dis- 
countenanced or discontinued. We 
may also observe, that in proportion 
to the decline of vital piety, is the 
increase of dissention and litigation, 
and as a love for vanity and riches 
gTows, institutions of benevolence 
dwindle, and there is an increased 
remissness in supporting and pro- 
moting the gospel. 

We have great reason to mourn 
over our sins as a country, and to 
be urgent at a throne of grace for 
the sprinkling of the blood of a- 
tonement to cleanse us from the 
guilt of our unfaithfulness as minis- 
ters and people. We should how- 
ever feel thankful that notwithstand- 
ing our unworthiness, we are in- 





formed of some things, which re 





person, we are induced to doubt his 


odie 
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mind us, that though “‘weeping may 
endure for a night, joy cometh in 
the morning.” 


Although in many places there 
is nothing promising,in others there 
are many enoouraging symptoms. 
These are fouad in some measure 
in the bounds of the Transylvania 
Presbytery, particularly in the con- 
gregations ef Harrodsburgh and 
Providence. 


It is also cause of gratitude, | 


that Centre College, established at 
Danville, within the bounds of this 
Presbytery, and which had its ori- 
gininthe Synod of Kentucky, has 
recently called to its Presidency, 
the Rev. JEREMIAH CHAMBELAIN, 
of Pennsylvania. From the known 
orthodoxy, piety, erudition and ta- 
lents of Mr. Chamberlain, it is hop- 
ed, that this institution, under his 
superintendence, and the blessing 
of Providence, will speedily main- 
tain a prominent stand in the list of 
those fountains of learning, which 
annually issue streams, to make 
glad the City of God. 


In the bounds of the West Lex- 
ington Presbytery also, there are 
some things which augur well. 
They are found particularly in the 
state of religion at Versailles, and 
in the number and variety of bene- 
volent institutions in Lexington.— 
These institutions, which are said 
to be liberally supported, afford a 
pleasing hope, that the moral and 
religious aspect of that town will 
soon exhibit a more healthful and 
promising appearance. But in the 
Muhlenbrug and Ebenezer Presby- 
teries, appearances, it is believed, 
are still more encouraging. In the 
former of these orthodoxy is rising, | 
notwithstanding the exertions of | 
many self-called Presbyterians, who. 
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‘with the enemies of truth and right- 
eousness. 

Thereis also an increasing thirst 
fora preached gospel, and a grow- 
ing zeal forthe observance of the 
Sabbath, for the promotion of Sun- 
day Schools, and forthe education 
of pious young men for the minis- 
try. In a church contiguous to 
Hopkinsville, there has been a 
hopeful work of grace among the 
scholars of a Sabbath School. 

In the Presbytery of Ebenezer 
there has been asmall addition of 
communicants,except in the church 
of Maysville, which has received a 
goodly number. The remarks 
made above, concerning Muhlen- 
burg, are in general applicable to 
this Presbytery, but principally to 
Paris church, which takes the lead 
in institutions of piety, and benevo- 
lence. Their liberality in doing 
good, like that of the Corinthians, 
has abounded greatly. We hear 
them record that according to their 
power, they have been willing of 
themselves; and we hope that their 
zeal may provoke many. 

The blessings enjoyed by this 
Presbytery are, under God, in some 
measure owing to their Presbyteri- 
al visitations, aud examinations of 
the churches within their bounds — 
The benefits resulting from this plan, 
were particularly attested by the 
congregation of Mount Pleasant. 

These investigations are calcu- 
lated to stir up ministers, and elders, 
and deacons, and people to the per- 
formance of duty. The necessity 
of this appeared very obvious to 
the Synod, when a faithful brother 
remarked, that after all his labour 
and success, he saw plainly that 





have in many instances co-operated | 


'he had noi done one fourth of what 


the pastoral office required, in his 
congregation.£ 
We have no certain intelligence 
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from the Louisville Presbytery, be- 
cause none of its members are pre- 
sent. The reason of their absence is, 
doubtless, that the place of meeting 
was altered at a period to late to meet 
their convenience. This has prevent- 
ed the attendance of many members 
of other Presbyteries. The religious 
exertions of the Louisville church 
romised much for the promotion 
of the best of causes. These, we fear, 
must be in some measure paralyzed, 
in consequence of their late los- 
ses by pestilence. Besides the ca- 
lamities of the town, in which we 
were to meet, according to our first 
adjournment, that Presbytery has lost 
several of its members. One was the 
Rev. Thomas C. Searle, Pastor of the 
Madison church,in India. He was 
a student of the Princeton Seminary, 
and was afterwards elected Professor 
of Theology in Darmouth College. 
Another was the Rev. Samuel 
Shannon, a revolutionary graduate of 
Princeton College, and the inventor 
of the whirding-table, a celebrated and 
useful article of philosophical appa- 
ratus.-- he orthodoxy and patriotism 
—the affability and benevolence of 
this Christian father,were well known 
to you all. The premature death of 
our younger brother, a man of distin- 
guished piety and erudition,prevented 
our western churches generally from 
knowing his real worth. The walls 
of Zion have seldom, if ever, lost a 
watchman, combining in his charac- 
ter, more estimable and excellent 
qualities. But his Master has reliev- 
ed him from his watch-tower—he is 
past the reach of eulogy.—He has 
joined the church triumphant.—In 


mon sufferers. 

Dear brethren; the present times 
are eventful. We have all need to be 
up and doing.—Heresy and_back- 
sliding, infidelity, immortality, and 
pestilence, pervade our land. We 
should be clothed with the whole ar- 
mour of God, that we may be able to 





withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all tostand. Noregard to car- 
nal ease should induce us to be su- 
pine, or inactive, in the prosecution 
of our duties. —“Let us quit ourselves 
like men,watch and be sober.” Let us 
prove by our patience & forbearance, 
by our activity and zeal, by our love 
of God and charity to men, that we 
are animated with the faith and hope 
of the gospel, and are fixed firm and 
immoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord. If thus animat- 
ed we shall live the life of the right- 
eous, and our last end shall be like 
his. That you and all may be ena- 
bled so to live and so to die, we pray 
that grace, mercy and peace, from 
God our Father and Jesus Christ our 
Lord, may abide with you, and all 
his people. 


PRAYER FOR A REVIVAL. 
From the Christian Mirror. © 
Mr. Editor—Revivals of religion 
are generally preceded by seasons of 
special prayer. 

Some churches have a_ weekly 
meeting, the leading object of which 
is, to pray for a revival among them-: 
|selves. These churches have gene- 


or less extensive, in proportion as 
they have wunitedly persevered in 
their interesting and important ob- 
ject. If any churches, which thus 
meet, have not yet seen an answer to 
their prayers, let them not be dis- 
couraged; for the fervent effectual 
prayer availeth much; the day will 





break, and the blessing will come.— 
_Let them however ask such questions 
the losses of the Presbytery and the; these: Do we wait on the Lord? Do 


town of Louisville we are all com-: 


we live as we pray? Do sinners gain 
evidencefrom our lives, that we real- 
ly desire their salvation? If any are 


thus praying and living, they may 
take courage, for the Lord will re- 
gard the prayer of the destitute, and 
not despise their prayer. 

Sometimes large numbers have 
met to pray fora revival of religion, 


J. T. EDGAR, S. C. S.K./ 








rally.been blessed with revivals more. 


































but because their prayers were not 
speedily answered in the effusions of 
the Holy Spirit, and conversion of 
sinners, many have left the praving 
circle. This only proves that they 
had the form of prayer, but were des- 
titute of its power. But those who 
have continued praying after others 
have left them, have not prayed in 
vain. , 

In a town in Vermont the church 
appointed a weekly prayer meeting, 
to pray fora revival of religion. Ma- 
ny at first felt interested, and their 
meetings were well attended for 
months. But seeing no appearance 
of a revival, and thus concluding their 
prayers were in vain, the meetings 
began to be more and more thinly at- 
tended, till only two remained; and 
those were females. This appeared 
adark day for the church. But there 
was a blessing for that people. And 
though but few continued inquiring 
of the -Lord to do what he had pro- 
mised, yet he heard their cry, and 
poured out his Spirit like rain upon 
the mown grass and as showers thai 
water the earth. The church was 
greatly quickened; and-sinners turned 
unto God. 

‘This people have since built a good 
Meeting House, and settled a faith- 
ful minister. 

In one of the New England Col- 
leges, the pious students agreed to 
spend an hour one evening ina week. 
to pray for a revival of religion in 
that College. Those of each class 
met by themselves. They met a year 
and a half, before they saw any 
answer to ‘their prayers. But they 
met not in vain, for the Lord was with 
them. . Several students were hope- 
fully converted; some of whom are 
now, and others soon will be pursu- 
ing their studies relative to the mi- 
nistry. It is worthy of remark, that 
the professedly pious in one class met 
but little for this important object, 
and there was no instance of conver- 


fi) 





agreed as touching the things they 
ask. 

We wish by these remarks to call 
the attention of the churches more 
particularly to their prayer meetings. 
Many of them have seasons when 
they meet to pray particularly for a 
revival among themselves; these 
meetings are precious seasons. They 
are the soulof the church. If a per- 
son wishes to know the state of reli- 
gion in any place, let him go into the 
church prayer meetings. Unless they 
have just been established or are held 
on Sabbath evening, he will have a 
very good criterion,by which to judge; 
or athermometer by which to learn 
the temperature of the church. When 
such meetings are thinly and coldly 
attended, it is certain religion is low; 
and itis next to certain, that family 
religion is dull, and closet religion al- 
most neglected. 

Brethren, the time is short. Ifwe 
would do any thing to promote a re- 
vival we must doit soon. Let us 
then be united, and encourage each 
other. Let us be found at our post, 
and pray _ without ceasing. Let us 
never receive or return visits when 
we can attend a meeting of the 
church. Our brethren want us with 
them. We are all interested, and we 
must remember our covenant vows. 
sume of us are to make our last preyers 
for our relatives and friends, and for the 
prosperity of the church this year. Have 
we then any time to lose? Have we any op- 
portunity of doing or getting good which we 
can neglects Are «© willing it should be 
told, that only two atie::ded the prayer meet- 
ing of the church, of «hich we are mem- 
bers? Or thatthere was « revival of reli- 
gion in the place where we lived, but our 
children, or our parents, our husband or 
wife, our brothers and sisters, were not con- 
verted; and we have reasons to thik it was 
because we did nut meet with those who met 
for prayer? Letus then be found in the use 
of every possible means for their salvation, 
and fura revivalof religion. Let this year 
witness our zeai and prayers, our holy lives 
and conversation. Then we may expect to 
ook back upon the year with pleasure, and 


find we have grown in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesue 





sion in this class. Let pious students 
be much in prayer for their uncon- 
verted fellow students: let them be 


Christ, and seen glorious days for Zion. 


January 1, 1823. PRIMUS / 
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“Sour H SEA ISLANDS. 


The Rev. Dr. Tyerman has writ- 
ten to a friend in England, from Ta- 
hite, November 24, 1821, respecting 
the surprising innovation which has 
taken place in that island since the 
arrival of the Missionaries there. But 
a few years since the natives were 
gross and degraded idolaters, prac- 
tising the vilest sins. Human victims 
were almost daily immolated on their 
cruel altars! Two thirds of the infants 
born were almost instantly murdered 
by their own mothers. Dr. T. saw 
one woman, who had destroyed,eight 


of her own offspring; another had} 





Lord’s Supper with a church of na- 
tives containing 106. Their order 
in worship, he says, is not exceeded 
in England. Thirteen of these is- 
lands have abandoned idolatry, and 
received the gospel. Other islands 
are soliciting missionaries, and ap- 
pear to be waiting for God’s law. 


“FOREIGN SUMMARY. 

In the Baptist Magazine for No- 
vember, just received, we observe, 
‘an address on behalf of the Bristol 
Education Society.” It is from the 
pen of the ingenious Jonn Foster, 
whose works are before the public, 








killed 9, another 17, another 20! The and whose masculine powers of 
most base passions were indulged to' mind astonish as well as delight his 
the greatest extent. But God has readers. In advocating the cause 
displayed his grace in the midst of of education, he pleads for an object 
them, and the prayers of the British; near to his heart; but it was chiefly 
churches are heard and answered.—,in reference to the improvement of 
The Lord’s day is universally honour-| the Christian ministry that this ad- 
ed, the chiefs and common people all dress was written. 

attending public worship. Early in} The Baptist Society in England 
the morning, is a prayer-meeting, ‘for the moral and religious instruc- 
conducted entirely by the natives, at’ tion of the Irish peasantry have had 
which their large places of worship. ‘much opposition to encounter, in the 
are filled. At 9 in the morning, and’ difficulties arising from the state of 
at three in the afternoon, there is| society in the Roman Catholic pro- 
preaching to crowded assemblies, in! vinces, in which a great proportion 
which all is decent and solemn. At! of their Schools is situated. But a 
intermissions, old and young are ca-;more favourable state of things is 
techised. Cooking is done on Sa-;now looked for. A divine blessing 





turday for the Lord’s day. Matthew, 
Luke and John are translated and 
printed, and are in the hands of the 


people, who carry the scriptures. 


wherever they go, and who value 
them above gold. Every family 
mantains family worship. At every 
missionary station there is a church 
formed; and though they were orga- 
nized but three or four years since, 


one of them has twenty members; of men. 


another 








seems to accompany their labours, 
—a confidence is reposed in them by 
their fellow Christians at home, and 
there seems to be a readiness to as- 
sist their funds by liberal contribu- 
tions. We wish their success may 
increase an hundred fold. In their 
example, we see the value of perse- 
vering exertions, where the object is 
the honour of God and the salvation 
Their success is a new at- 


sixty-two, a third seventy-| testation to the truth and faithful- 


four, and a fourth one hundred and; ness of the divine promise, “In due 
two. Indecency, profane swearing, | season ye shall reap, if ye faint not.” 
and drunkenness are unknown; vain; It has been well said, and the remark 
amusemenis are banished; their ido-: deserves a constant remembrance, 
latrous houses are demolished, and | “d: ity is ours; but the blessing is of 
oe Sie Sy are built. 
ber 5, 


Decem- 
, Dr. T. partook at the! 





God. a 
( The Rev. Mr. Faure, minister of 
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the Dutch Church in Great Reinet, 
in South Africa, is about publishing 
a religious magazine there, which it 
is expected will be of extensive ad- 
vantage to the colony. The Direc- 
tors of the London Missionary So- 
ciety have at his request sent out 
printing paper for that work. Mr. 
Faure is said to be greatly useful, 
and much under the influence of a 
truly christian spirit, and of mission- 
ary enterprise.. 

The Hibernian Bible Society has 
114 auxiliaries. The sum received 
the last year, in contributions, was 
2616/7. 10s' 6d. The sum received 
from the sale of Bibles was greater; 
the whole amount of receipts 5679/7. 
lls.10d. The issues from the Depo- 
sitory during the year were; Bibles, 
8701; Testaments, 11,964: total 20,- 
665. These copies, added to those 
of former years, make a total of 295,- 
695 copies issued since the establish- 
ment of the society. 

On the first of January last year, 
France contained 1,070,500 _ boys, 
from 5 to 15 years of age, who at- 
tended primary schools. Of these 
schools there are 27,500 under 28,- 
945 masters. About 500,000 girls 
also attend public schools. 

During three days and nights of|« 
Bartholomew fair in England, 109,- 
000 Tracts on religious subjects 
were distributed. The Tract Society 
has circulated above jive mitlions of 
its tracts during the last year. 

The London Evangelical Maga- 
zine for November mentions the 
opening of eight new meeting houses 
in different parts of England in the 
months of August, September, and 
October. ‘These are substantial evi- 
dences of an attention to religion, 
which have a happy aspect on gene- 
rations yet unborn. 

“The Rev. Mr. Jeffreys and Mrs Jei- 
freys, with four artizans, arrived at 
Tamatave, Island of Madagascar, on 
the 8th of May. During their stay at 
Mauritius, his excellency Governor 
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| kindness, as nad also C. Telfair, Esq. 
Mr. and Mrs. Le Brun, and others.— 
The schools at Tanarative, under the 
superintendence of Mr. Jones and 
Mr. Griffith succeeded well. They 
contained about 50 children, who 
made rapid progress in the English 
language. 

The population of Madagascar is 
upwards of four millions. The in- 
habitants are entirely black. The 
king, Radama, is desirous of the in- 
troduction of Christianity and the 
mechanic arts. On the arrival of an 
English ship at his island, the Menai, 
Capt. Moresby, in April, 1821, he 
sent a message to the English ambas- 
sador, that 1200 of his troops and 
2000 slaves were on their way to es- 
cort him up the country. The prin- 
cipal object of the British embassa- 
dor was the abolition of the slave 
trade. These civil islanders furnish- 
ed the ship with every kind of provi- 
sion that was wanted. Radama’s pa- 
lace is situated on a very high moun- 
tain more than 800 miles inland.— 
The prospects of the missionaries 
and Christian artists, who have gone 
to this island, are remarkably encou- 
raging. —See Chr. Watchman, 





New-York, Jan. 
“LATE & IMPORTANT FROM EUROPE. 
The regular packet ship James Monroe, 
Captain Marshall, which arrived below last 
evening, brought London dates to the 5th of 


>| December. 


The intelligence by this arrival is more 
than ordinarily important. The congress of 
Verona has broken up. Spain has been con- 
signed to France, to enforce, if the latter 
thinks proper, areturn to the ancient system. 
France and Spain, in consequence, present 
the spectacle of two great nations, arming to 
destroy each other; the allied powers stand- 
ing by, as lookers on, watching when they 
may think it necesary, or consistent with 
their own safety, to assist in putting down 
the constitutional system in the Peninsula. 
Great Britain, in particular, professing r to 
have taken a neutral stand, ‘‘ whatever (says 
the Courier) may be the result of the differ- 
ences, cither between Yrance aud Spain, or 
between Russia and Turkey.” The Empe- 
ror Alexander confident in his own phy- 
sical strength, apparcutly indifferent whe- 





Farquhar had shown them much 


ther there shoutd be war or peace, though 
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secretly, alleged, preferring the for- 
mer, and, according to the late ad- 
vices from Warsaw, raising immense 
levies of troops in the North of Rus- 
sia, for the purpose of augmenting 
his already formidable armies, that 
he may carry into effect his long con- 
templated designs against the Turks. 
In the midst of this “din of war,’’ 
we find scarcely any notice taken of 
the Greeks, though it is not attempt- 
ed to be denied, that their oppressors 
have been compelled to evacuate the 
Morea after the total destruction of 
a powerful army, and that the rem- 
nant of their fleet had sought refuge 
in the Dardanelles from the pursuit 
of the victorious patriots. 

The sudden breaking up of the 
congress at Verona, and the publicity 
given to its decision, seems to have 
given rise to a multitude of reports 
as to the preparations for war, many 
of which we presume will turnout to 
have been unfounded. It was certain. 
that an ordinance had been issued by 
the French goyernment, calling out 
40,000 of the levy of i822; and it was 
rumored that this was to be raised to 
75,000 men, and that all the sailors 
were collecting to be sent off to man 
the fleets at Brest and Toulon. The 
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PITTSBURGH, FRIDAY, JAN. 24. 


Joun Darracu, Esq. has been re- 
elected Mayor of this City. | 

WiutiiaM GranaM, jr. has been ap- 
pointed city Treasurer, in the room 
of John Scull, Esq. resigned. 








The Monongaheha, Allegheny, and 
Ohio rivers are now clear of ice, and 
in a fine state for navigation. 





For the Pittsburgh Recorder. 
A CURIOSITY. 

Twelve or fourteen years since, tra- 
velling near Wellsburg, Brook coun- 
ty, Virginia, on the point of land 
formed by the junction of Buffaloe 
creek and the Ohio, I was hailed by 


a Black man, some distance from the 


road, who, on removing ‘a pile of 
stones, had found a human skeleton. 
It had originally been placed on the 
surface of the ground, and the stones 
piled upon it. Many of the bones 
were entire, but some in part decay- 
ed. One of the joints of the back had 
a large flint point (such as are found 
on the surface of the ground in this 
country,known by the name of Indian 
arrow points) sticking with half its 
length in the bone. It had penetrat- 


—y 





Spanish Minister at Paris was re- 
ported to have left that place on the! 


Ist of December for Madrid. The: 
French chambers were to meet the { 


first week in January. 

A letter from Paris of the 2d Dec. 
gives it as the general opinion that 
some delay would take place, in or- 
der to give Spain time to deliberate 
and decide upon the uétimatum trans- 
mitted from congress. But on the 
other side, it was asserted that the 
ministry of Madrid had alreadly sent 
in its decision: and that the Spanish 
Envoy, at Verona, was fully empow- 





ered todeclare that Spain would not 
consent to the slightest modification! 
of her constitution by the dictation’! 
of foreign powers. | 

England is fitting out a squadron 
for special service. 3 | 





ed through the body, and so far into 
the bone, and no doubt had occasion- 
ed the death of the person. 


Jan. 16,1823. J. HERVEY. 
CONGRESS. 


In Senate. Jan. 13. Mr. Barbour, 
from the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, reported a bill to regulate 
the commerce between the United 
States and certain British colonial 
ports; and the bill was read. 

A message was received from the 
President of the United States, trans- 
mitting the information requested as 


ito the arms required annually to sup- 


ply the western states. The message 
was read, and, with the documents, 
referred to the Military Commitee. 


Jan. 14. Mr. Johnson, of Lou. sub-’ 


mitted a resolution for instructing 
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the Judiciary Committee to inquire 
into the exper cy of modifying the 
act of Cong’ passed at the last 
session, fo : establishment of a 
territorial government in Florida, so 
as better to secure the rights of the 
citizens of the said territory. 

The bills from the other House, to 
continue the present mode of supply- 
ing the army of the U. States, and to 
enable the proprietors of lands held 
by titles derived from the U. States 
to obtain copies of papers from the 
proper department, and to declare the 
effect of such, were severally read 
the third time, passed, and returned. 

The President of the Senate com- 
municated the report of the Com- 
missioners of the navy pension fund, 
which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

The Senate resumed the consider- 
ation of the bill for abolishing im- 
prisonment for debt, and the amend- 


ments offered by Mr. Van Buren, | 


which embrace a great variety of 


‘provisions, substantially as follows;- 


ist. They make the act prospective, 
so as not to interfere with the reme- 
dies of parties upon existing con- 
tracts. 2d. They except from the 
exemption secured by the act, all 
cases of monies received by public 
officers, and generally, all cases of 
monies received by persons acting in 
a representative character. They al- 
so except all cases of action brought 
for torts. 3d. In the excepted cases 
if itbe made appear to the Court, 
that the money sued for was either 
corruptly received or fraudulently 
withheld, the defendant shall be sub- 
Ject to actual imprisonment. 4th. 
They authorize arrest and bail, if it 
shall be made appear that the defen- 
dantis about to leave the U. States. 
The discussion continued until the 
the17th, and the bill lies on the table. 


PENN. LEGISLATURE. 
The following are titles of bills intro- 
duced into the Senate. 
An act appointing commissioners 
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\to lay out astate road from Cata- 
| Wissa, in the county of Columbia, 
through Bloomsburg, to intersect 
the Susquehanna and Tioga turn- 
pike, and for other purposes. 

A snpplement—to the act entitled 
‘tan act establishing anAcademy in 
the town of Ebensburg, & granting 
a sum of money thereto, and for 
other purposes.”’ 

-Tothe act entitled, ‘tan act to. 
raise. and collect county rates le-. 
vies.”? : . 

Resolution relative to State 
Maps. 

An act to incorporate the Gettys- 
burgh Water Company. 

A supplement to an act entitled, 
‘Can act toincorporate the members 
of the religious society of Roman 
Catholics, belonging to the congre- 
gation of Saint Mary’s church in 
the city of Philadelphia, passed the 
thirteenth day of September one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
eight.”? 

An act authorizing the incorpora- 
tion of a company for making a 
turnpike road from the south end of 
the Monongahela bridge, opposite 
‘the city of Pittsburgh, to the top of 
'Coal Hill, in a direction towards 
Brownsville. 

A supplement to the act entitled” 
‘an act to prevent the erection of 
fish dams, baskets, or pounds in 
‘the rivers Schulykill, Susquehanna, 
‘Juniata and their branches.” 

An act authorizing the governor 
to appoint commissioners to view 
& lay outa state road from Greens- 
burgh, in Greene county, to Alex- 
andria in Washington county. 
| Authorizing the governor to ap- 
‘point commissioners to view and 
lay out a state road in Washjngton 
and Greene counties. 
| A billis before the House to ex- 
tend the charter of the Phila. bank. 
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RULES OF HUSBANDRY. 
Extracts from an Address to the Essex Agricul- 
tural Society, by Andrew Nicols, Esq. 

1. Cultivate no more land than can be 
thoroughly. ploughed, well manured at once, 
and kept free from weeds. 

2. Never keep land many years under the 
same crops. 

3. Never lay land into grass, except it be 
well prepared, and in a very rich condition. 

Suppose, for example, you possess a field 
of arable land, containing eight acres; how 
can it be most advantageously managed? 
According to the author who lays down the 
foregoing rules, plough up annually, in au- 
tumn, two acres. Let it be cross-ploughed, 
harrowed, highly manured, planted with 
corn or potatvues, and well tended the fol- 
lowing spring and summer. In the spring 
next following, plough it twice, and sow it 
with grain & clover. In this way, by keeping 
the land in rotation, one year under Indian 
corn or patatoes, one year under English 
grain, and two years under clover, it would 
produce the most abundant crops, and be 
continually growing better, as the large tap 
roots of the clover, especially would greatly 
ameliorate and enrich the soil. After going 
through this routine several times, the land 
would be in an excellent condition to lay in- 
to grass, thus to remain till another portion 
of land could be treated in the same man- 
ner. Keeping in view these principles, eve- 
ry farmer can readily apply them to other 
crops, which it is therefore unnecessary to 
mention. 


IRRIGATION. 
Falls of water have been estimated in 


England to be worth as much for watering | 
It is; separable from the present system. Those 


the land, as for mills and factories. 





nuring. Such land would contribute the 
whole of its productions to enrich the other 
parts of the farm; a consideration of little 
importance in estimating its value.—Jb. 





Farmers generally would make their pur- 
suits more profitable if they were careful to 
send to market the best articles, in the neat- 
est order. Good butter, good cheese, good 
fruit, good cider, good pork, beef and mut- 
ton, will always sell, even when the market 
is glutted with inferior kinds of the same 
articles. The difference of the expense of 
raising or preparing the best, and the more 
ordinary kinds of these commodities, is often 
very trifling. The butter, for example, of- 
fered for sale, is often very bad, rancid, and 
almost worthless. Yet such butter costs 
almost as much, perhaps often more, than it 
would to have made it of the best quality. 
Butter should always be made, salted and 
preserved byrule. Despise not, therefore, 
directions on this subject found in books: 
for it is impossible always to make good 
butter, if it be carelessly worked over, and 
salted as chance directs. The difficulty of 
making good butter, and of sending it un- 
injured to maket, in the hottest weather, 
may be easily obviated. For, with very 
little trouble or expense, ice may be kept in 
a common cellar the whole season.—-Ib. 


SUPPORT OF THE POOR. f®L2* 


The celebrated Dr. Chalmers, of Scotland, 
advocates the absolute repeal of those statutes 
which relate to the support of the destitute 
poor, believing that gratuitous benevolence 
would make adequate provision for all cases 
of real distress, without furnishing those mo- 
tives to idleness, extravagance, and vice, in- 


well known that even the temporary streams | who may be surprised at a proposition so 


formed by the melting snows in the spring, 
if caused to run a few weeks over dry gra- 
velly soils will render them highly produc- 
tive of grass the whole season. Yet our 
brooks and rivulets are suffered not only to 
run to waste, but even to render barren, 
extensive tracts of land in their vicinity.— 
Whenever there is a fall of water running 
through land suitable for the purpose, let it 
be divided, and carried as high on each side 
as it willrun freely; throw the intermediate 
space into ridges about twenty feet wide; 
along the top of each Jet a small stream of 
water be passed occasionally; give the whole 
a dressing of ashes, or lime; and it will pro- 
duce the most abundant crops of grain, with- 
out any further expense. Admitting there- 
fore that the expense of preparing land in 
this manner should amount, in the first in- 
stance, to an hundred or even two hundred 
dollars an acre; it would still prove cheaper 
than most mowing land, which can be kept 
productive only by frequent expensive ma- 





bold, are informed, that Dr. Chalmers is the 
warm friend of the poor, and is actuated by 
an unfeigned desire to promote their real 
welfare. He is said to be able to exhibit a 
practical illustration of his plan and views in 
the actual effects which have resulted from 
their adoption.— Chris. Mir y 
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